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SIEF Congress 2025
 Aberdeen, Scotland

Working Group on Archives
Business meeting (hybrid)
June 4, 2024
13:00 - 14:00 local time
Location: MacRobert Building MR029

Minutes
1. Agenda approved.
2. Board Report
· Mailing List and Membership Update
 There are currently 66 members in the Working Group. Those who would like to join can send a request via email (found on the WG page and Members page)
· The Working Group contributes regularly to the SIEF Newsletter (fall and spring editions). There will be a call for content for the fall newsletter sent to all chairs.
· The mailing list of the group is maintained by Ave Gorsic. The Board is grateful to Ave for her ongoing support.
The Tradition Archives website is maintained by Sanita Reinsone. Many thanks to Sanita. There is ongoing discussion about whether to further develop this dedicated website or to rely solely on the SIEF website. The website includes a section that highlights archival institutions from around the world. There is a need to update the map of Folklore Archives - we could make a call for submissions, or simply add those we know. This map can include more archives than represented by our membership.
Additionally, the Working Group has a Facebook group page administered by Emese Ilyefalvi.
· We are considering two additions to the website’s content:
· Embedding or linking to videos from the Riga 2024 conference.
· Creating a comprehensive listing of all panels related to folklore archives presented at SIEF conferences over the years – as far back as records allow.
· 2024 Riga Conference 
 Rita provided an update on the conference “Archives of Traditional Culture: 100 + 10” that took place in Riga, October 29-31, 2024, and was organized in partnership with the Working Group on Cultural Heritage and Property. A detailed report on the conference and a link to presentation recordings can be found in the Spring SIEF newsletter.

· UNESCO Side Meeting
SIEF had a robust presence during the annual Intergovernmental meeting of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Heritage, 19COM, which took place in Paraguay in December 2024. It organized a session, “What Can Be Done With All Those Inventoried Materials? - Archiving for ICH Safeguarding” for the ICH NGO Forum series of side events, addressing the urgent need for archiving the huge amount of documentation being carried out by ICH Programs worldwide. 
· WGoA was represented by Maryna Chernyavska, who presented together with SIEF members (Sophie Elpers, Robert Baron, Ioana Baskerville and Carley Williams) as well as ethnologist Sofie Veramme and ethnomusicologists Subha Chaudhuri and Susana Sardo. The session was co-sponsored by International Council for Traditions of Music and Dance, Permanent UNESCO Delegation of Romania to UNESCO, Permanent Delegation of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to UNESCO and the Estonia UNESCO Chair, SIEF member Kristin Kuutma.

· SAMLA Launch
Susanne provided an update on the SAMLA project – a Norwegian digital infrastructure initiative involving the collections of three central archival folklore institutions in Norway (Norwegian Folklore Collection, Norwegian Ethnological Investigation, Ethno-Folkloric Archive). The planners have integrated the international research community into their group. SAMLA.no now includes contains over 350,000 manuscript pages. The project was officially launched with a ceremony and workshop on September 27th 2024 attended by several WGoA members.
· In the past, WGoA collaborated with SAMLA to create a series of online seminars on folklore archives, all of which are available on YouTube.
 
· ICA-SUV - International Council on Archives - Section on University and Research Institution Archives – SUV
Kelly Fitzgerald serves as a board member, representing folklore archives. The next ICA-SUV meeting will be held in October 2025 in Barcelona.
· Cliona O’Carroll provided an update about a reading group initiated during the pandemic, ICA-SUV Community–Coffee–Cultures (CCC). These informal gatherings are held every two months at the end of the month, and all interested members are invited to join: "an informal discussion group among archivists. We have been meeting on the last Tuesday of every other month at 14:00 UTC (Coordinated Universal Time), for anywhere between 45-60 minutes".
3. WGoA at the 2025 SIEF Congress
· We extend our warm thanks to Nicolas Le Bigre for hosting this year’s congress and for his dedicated contribution to the Working Group on Archives and its panels.
· The Working Group presented a poster, which included a QR code linking to the Elphinstone Institute Archive.
· Three panels were organized by the group:
· Sensory archives: exploring the unwritten and unwritable in the archive [WG: Archives]
· Unwritten female histories in the tradition archives [WG: Archives] [WG: Feminist Approaches]
· Old archives + new methods? Possibilities to unwrite the archival issues using large digital corpora [WG: Archives]
· Cliona O’Carroll delivered a wonderful and inspiring talk during the plenary session: Unwriting History – Making Space and Throwing Shapes in Archives of Tradition
4. SIEF Grants
· We were informed that a new funding cycle is now open for Working Groups.
· Each Working Group can apply for up to €1,000. If combined with another Working Group, the total can reach €2,000 – as was the case with the Riga conference.
· As long as a proposal is submitted, this funding is generally granted.
· We plan to coordinate with Johannes Müske to determine the most effective use of these funds in connection with the 2026 conference.
· The usual application deadline is at the end of the year, around December.
5. 2026 Conference Planning
· Johannes Müske from Freiburg University has proposed to host the 2026 conference.
· Possible thematic focuses include:
· Digital collections, particularly sound and visual materials
· Community engagement: exploring how archives interact with and serve their communities
· The preferred timing for the conference is late spring or June, subject to further discussion with the board.
6. Elections. The new elected board:

*Cliona O’Carroll (Co-Chair), Cork Folklore Project, University College Cork 
*Susanne Österlund-Pötzsch (Co-Chair), Swedish Literature Society in Finland
*Nicolas Le Bigre (Co-Chair), Elphinstone Institute, University of Aberdeen
*Tom Fogel (Secretary), Tel Aviv University 
*Maryna Chernyavska, University of Alberta 
*Kelly Fitzgerald, University College Dublin 
*Emese Ilyefalvi, Department of Folkloristics, Etövös Loránd University (Budapest)
*Johannes Müske, University of Zürich, Switzerland
*Sanita Reinsone, University of Latvia 
*Rita Zara, Institute of Literature, Folklore and Art, University of Latvia

7. Meeting adjourned.


1

image1.png
sief




